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Executive Summary 

 

 

The Charleston Boulevard Rod Run and Doo Wop provided an opportunity, for me as a multiple 

event attendee of a variety of automotive events east of the Mississippi, to compare and contrast 

what West Virginia has to offer. Additionally, it provided a ñfreshò perspective from students of 

West Virginia State University that had never attended such an event, regardless of place. 

This four day event has now been held for a few years and appears to be building a foundation 

for further growth, as evidenced in the Findings ï 90% + repeat attendees expected in 2010, and 

over twelve (12) states represented in car registrations.  

Those that attend plan to stay multiple nights in the Charleston area, as evidenced in the Findings 

ï on average: 37% three (3) nights and 43% four (4) nights. The multiple night stays within the 

Charleston area provide a multiplier effect for the local economy directly related to the number 

of car registrations and estimated crowd counts.  

 

Another item that should not be overlooked, is the number of days attended, irrespective 

of overnight stays, as evidenced in the Findings ï 60% + plan to attend multiple days, 

thus contributing to the multiplier effect for the local economy too. 

and.. 

over 75% involve two or more people.    

          

 

Overnight Stays

1 Night

2 Nights

3 Nights

4 Nights
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Predominantly those in attendance represented the Tri-State area (WV-OH-KY) ï 75% + as 

evidenced in the Findings, which provides an opportunity for repeat visits, given a reason of 

interest. 

Additionally, the peak earning years of individuals were well represented by those in 

attendance.  

 

Not surprisingly, for me as a multiple event attendee of a variety of automotive events east of the 

Mississippi, that the bulk of event awareness came from Advertisements, i.e. Radio, Television, 

Newspaper, and Internet.  

andé 

Word-Of-Mouth. 

Interesting enough, the students at West Virginia State University were not aware nor had heard 

of the Charleston Boulevard Rod Run and Doo Wop, of which the graphic above (Age) displays 

the lower representation of a ñtypicalò student represented in the marketing class that 

participated in the Event Analysis. Though upon attending their ñfirstò automotive event, many 

stated they would likely attend such an event again.  

Thus the challenge remains in attracting a younger demographic and capturing ñlife-

longò attendees / participants.    
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Background 

 

 

Organizations reaching out and involving students within their community is an essential 

ingredient for our educational system to flourish. Everyone involved with this project at West 

Virginia State University is appreciative of the opportunity that was afforded us by the 

Charleston Boulevard Rod Run and Doo Wop. This opportunity enabled the students to 

experience, first-hand, the importance of marketing research and all the intricacies of project 

management.  

Especially, when the students had less than 24 hours to make a decision, organize their 

teams, compile a survey, develop an implementation plan, and most importantly carry out 

that plan ï all within this window of opportunity. 

Based upon several conversations with Rusty Flowers ï Charleston Boulevard Rod Run and Doo 

Wop, it was determined the following attendee information would be of interest: 

¶ Overnight stays ï number of days 

¶ Residence 

Additionally, the following information was gathered: 

¶ Demographic 

¶ Promotional awareness 

¶ Likelihood of repeat attendance 

Upon the conclusion of the 2009 Fall Semester, a Final Report ï Event Analysis would be 

available for review and discussion.  

The Event Analysis will provide an opportunity for the Charleston Boulevard Rod Run and Doo 

Wop to gather additional information in the years to come.   
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Methodology 

 

 

With the Charleston Boulevard Rod Run and Doo Wop covering four days ï Thursday ï Sunday 

ï a sample representation of each day was desired to accurately provide a ñsnapshotò of those in 

attendance. 

The following days / times were represented: 

¶ Thursday ï AM 

¶ Friday ï AM 

¶ Friday ï PM 

¶ Saturday ï AM 

¶ Saturday ï PM 

¶ Sunday ï PM 

The entire boulevard was canvassed with each student given a goal of twenty completed 

interviews. Students were typically assigned times in teams of two, to ensure complete coverage 

of the boulevard.  

In essence, the following was conducted: 

Quantitative Research ï Descriptive:  

¶ Questions - limited probing 

o Questionnaires read / responses gathered on boulevard, i.e. in-person intercept  

¶ Sample size ï large 

o Random respondent selection / day ï time dependent upon student availability 

Á Two hundred fourteen (214) questionnaires were completed    

¶ Amount of information from each respondent ï varied 

o Questionnaire design consisted of eight (8) questions 

¶ Type of analysis ï statistical, summation 

o Software ï Statistical Package for the Social Sciences  
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Findings 

 

Thursday ï AM (Questionnaire reformatted and/or modified due to space limitation) 

Questionnaires Completed ï 41 

1. Do you have an automobile in the Rod Run & Doo Wop?   Yes No 
 100% 

2. Are you staying overnight? (If Yes, ask a. and b.; if not, then 3)   Yes No 
           26% 74% 
 

a. If Yes, how many nights     1 2 3 4 
        12.5% 25% 25% 37.5% 
 

b. If yes, is your overnight stay within the Charleston area?   Yes No 
          83.3% 16.7% 
 

3. How many total days will you be attending?  1 2 3 4 
        26.8% 39% 24.4% 9.8% 
 

4. How many people are attending within your group? 1(self) 2-3 4-5 5+ 
        27.8% 63.9% 8.3% 
 

5. Where do you currently reside (live)? Tri-State (WV-OH-KY) Outside Tri-State 
     99.75%   2.75% 
 

6. What is your age? 
Under 18  18-24  25-34  35-49  50-64  65+ 
2.5%  10.3%  30.8%  33.4%  23% 
 

7. How or where did you hear about the Rod Run & Doo Wop? 
 
Residence        10% 
Advertisement (Radio, Television/Newspaper, Internet)  42.5% 
Passing by/ Drive by/Billboard      22.5% 
Attended last year or previously      5% 
Word-Of-Mouth/Friend       20%  
Different car show 
 

8. Do you plan to attend next year?     Yes No Maybe 
97.5%  2.5% 
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Friday ï AM (Questionnaire reformatted and/or modified due to space limitation) 

Questionnaires Completed ï 51 

1. Do you have an automobile in the Rod Run & Doo Wop?   Yes No 
76% 24% 

2. Are you staying overnight? (If Yes, ask a. and b.; if not, then 3)   Yes No 
           57% 43% 
 

a. If Yes, how many nights     1 2 3 4 
         17.2% 51.8% 31% 
 

b. If yes, is your overnight stay within the Charleston area?   Yes No 
          96% 4% 
 

3. How many total days will you be attending?  1 2 3 4 
        10% 2% 18.5% 69.5% 
 

4. How many people are attending within your group? 1(self) 2-3 4-5 5+ 
        24% 40% 12% 24% 
 

5. Where do you currently reside (live)? Tri-State (WV-OH-KY) Outside Tri-State 
     74.5%   25.5% 
 

6. What is your age? 
Under 18  18-24  25-34  35-49  50-64  65+ 
   2.2%  4.4%  22.2%  44.5%  26.7% 
 

7. How or where did you hear about the Rod Run & Doo Wop? 
 
Residence        15.7% 
Advertisement (Radio, Television/Newspaper, Internet)  19.6% 
Passing by/ Drive by/Billboard       
Attended last year or previously      17.6% 
Word-Of-Mouth/Friend       37.25%  
Different car show      9.85% 
 

8. Do you plan to attend next year?     Yes No Maybe 
92%  8% 
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Friday ï PM (Questionnaire reformatted and/or modified due to space limitation) 

Questionnaires Completed ï 30 

1. Do you have an automobile in the Rod Run & Doo Wop?   Yes No 
73.3% 26.7% 

2. Are you staying overnight? (If Yes, ask a. and b.; if not, then 3)   Yes No 
           33.4% 66.6% 
 

a. If Yes, how many nights     1 2 3 4 
          50% 50% 
 

b. If yes, is your overnight stay within the Charleston area?   Yes No 
          88.9% 11.1% 
 

3. How many total days will you be attending?  1 2 3 4 
        16.7% 3.3% 16.7% 63.3% 
 

4. How many people are attending within your group? 1(self) 2-3 4-5 5+ 
        17.3 41.3% 20.7% 20.7% 
 

5. Where do you currently reside (live)? Tri-State (WV-OH-KY) Outside Tri-State 
     73.3%   26.7% 
 

6. What is your age? 
Under 18  18-24  25-34  35-49  50-64  65+ 
   3.4%  13.8%  13.8%  51.7%  17.3% 
 

7. How or where did you hear about the Rod Run & Doo Wop? 
 
Residence        3.3% 
Advertisement (Radio, Television/Newspaper, Internet)  46.7% 
Passing by/ Drive by/Billboard       
Attended last year or previously      20% 
Word-Of-Mouth/Friend       16.7%  
Different car show      13.3% 
 

8. Do you plan to attend next year?     Yes No Maybe 
90% 10%  
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Saturday ï AM (Questionnaire reformatted and/or modified due to space limitation) 

Questionnaires Completed ï 55 

1. Do you have an automobile in the Rod Run & Doo Wop?   Yes No 
53% 47% 

2. Are you staying overnight? (If Yes, ask a. and b.; if not, then 3)   Yes No 
           20.3% 79.7% 
 

a. If Yes, how many nights     1 2 3 4 
         44% 44% 12% 
 

b. If yes, is your overnight stay within the Charleston area?   Yes No 
          82% 18% 
 

3. How many total days will you be attending?  1 2 3 4 
        38.2% 11% 3.6% 47.2% 
 

4. How many people are attending within your group? 1(self) 2-3 4-5 5+ 
        11.8% 49% 25.5% 13.7% 
 

5. Where do you currently reside (live)? Tri-State (WV-OH-KY) Outside Tri-State 
     89%   11% 
 

6. What is your age? 
Under 18  18-24  25-34  35-49  50-64  65+ 
2%   6%  8%  36%  32%  16% 
 

7. How or where did you hear about the Rod Run & Doo Wop? 
 
Residence        5.5% 
Advertisement (Radio, Television/Newspaper, Internet)  25.5% 
Passing by/ Drive by/Billboard      5.5% 
Attended last year or previously      16.5% 
Word-Of-Mouth/Friend       43.5%  
Different car show      3.5% 
 

8. Do you plan to attend next year?     Yes No Maybe 
97.5%  2.5% 
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Saturday ï PM (Questionnaire reformatted and/or modified due to space limitation) 

Questionnaires Completed ï 17 

1. Do you have an automobile in the Rod Run & Doo Wop?   Yes No 
59% 41% 

2. Are you staying overnight? (If Yes, ask a. and b.; if not, then 3)   Yes No 
           50% 50% 
 

a. If Yes, how many nights     1 2 3 4 
          14.3% 85.7% 
 

b. If yes, is your overnight stay within the Charleston area?   Yes No 
          66.7% 33.3% 
 

3. How many total days will you be attending?  1 2 3 4 
        37.5% 12.5% 6.25% 43.75% 
 

4. How many people are attending within your group? 1(self) 2-3 4-5 5+ 
        21.4% 64.3% 14.3% 
 

5. Where do you currently reside (live)? Tri-State (WV-OH-KY) Outside Tri-State 
     82%   18% 
 

6. What is your age? 
Under 18  18-24  25-34  35-49  50-64  65+ 
     7.1%  14.3%  57.1%  21.5% 
 

7. How or where did you hear about the Rod Run & Doo Wop? 
 
Residence         
Advertisement (Radio, Television/Newspaper, Internet)   
Passing by/ Drive by/Billboard       
Attended last year or previously       
Word-Of-Mouth/Friend         
Different car show      100% 
 

8. Do you plan to attend next year?     Yes No Maybe 
100%   
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Sunday ï PM (Questionnaire reformatted and/or modified due to space limitation) 

Questionnaires Completed ï 20 

1. Do you have an automobile in the Rod Run & Doo Wop?   Yes No 
100% 

2. Are you staying overnight? (If Yes, ask a. and b.; if not, then 3)   Yes No 
           5% 95% 
 

a. If Yes, how many nights     1 2 3 4 
        100% 
 

b. If yes, is your overnight stay within the Charleston area?   Yes No 
           
 

3. How many total days will you be attending?  1 2 3 4 
        75% 15% 10% 
 

4. How many people are attending within your group? 1(self) 2-3 4-5 5+ 
        20% 60% 15% 5% 
 

5. Where do you currently reside (live)? Tri-State (WV-OH-KY) Outside Tri-State 
     100%    
 

6. What is your age? 
Under 18  18-24  25-34  35-49  50-64  65+ 
   5%  15%  30%  50% 
 

7. How or where did you hear about the Rod Run & Doo Wop? 
 
Residence         
Advertisement (Radio, Television/Newspaper, Internet)  55% 
Passing by/ Drive by/Billboard      10% 
Attended last year or previously      15% 
Word-Of-Mouth/Friend       20%  
Different car show       
 

8. Do you plan to attend next year?     Yes No Maybe 
90%  10% 
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Charleston Boulevard Rod Run & Doo Wop 
West Virginia State University - StudENT Corps 

 

 
Please introduce yourself: name and organizations (above); prior to reading the 
introduction and each question carefully while circling the appropriate answer and notating 
responses for opened ended questions. 
 
Introduction 
Our success over the past three years could not have been achieved without you, the classic 
cars lovers.  This year, as word of this special event spreads on the Speed TV network and 
other venues, we expect even more car owners and spectators to come to Charleston from 
throughout the United States and Canada. With that being said, we would like to gather 
some information about you. Rest assured all responses will be reported in statistical form. 
 

 
1. Do you have an automobile in the Rod Run & Doo Wop?   Yes No 

 

2. Are you staying overnight? (If Yes, ask a. and b.; if not, then 3)  Yes No 
a. If Yes, how many nights    1 2 3 4 
b. If yes, is your overnight stay within the Charleston area?  Yes No 

 
3. How many total days will you be attending?  1 2 3 4 

 
4. How many people are attending within your group? 1(self) 2-3 4-5 5+ 

 
5. Where do you currently reside (live)?  

a. Country      
b. State      
c. Town      

 
6. What is your age? 

Under 18  18-24  25-34  35-49  50-64  65+ 
 

7. How or where did you hear about the Rod Run & Doo Wop? 
 

              
 

8. Do you plan to attend next year?      Yes No 
 
   

 

Thank you for your time and information!  
Enjoy the show!! 


